Language Arts Challenge Club
Directions:  Complete one or more of the following activities, and be ready to share by the November 11.  You may work alone or with someone else.  

1.  Choice One - Talent Show Program:  Create a program for Manuel’s talent show.

Using the details in “La Bamba”, create a program for the talent show at Manuel’s school to give out to the people in the audience.  Include the name of the event, time and place, and art work on the cover.  On the inside, list the names of the performers and their presentations.  You may create it by hand or on the computer.
2.  Choice Two – Take Center Stage:  Write a story about the talent show in “La Bamba” with yourself as the main character.
Structure the Story:  Include yourself among the students at John Burroughs Elementary.  Choose a talent you could perform in a talent show.  Tell a story about a problem you have during your performance.

Write the Story:  Describe the main character as if you were watching yourself.  Have the main character explain how he or she feels.  Include details to make your characters seem like real people.  Use dialogue and actions to show what your characters are like.  You may choose to draw pictures to illustrate your story and/or create a cover with a new title on the front and a picture of you on the back. TIP – End your story with a believable ending that resolves the problem.
3.  Choice Three – Write a Fan Letter:  Write a letter to someone you admire.

Select a performer, athlete, or other famous person whose work you enjoy or admire.  Write that person a fan letter.  Include what you like about their work and why.  Refer to specific things they’ve done, such as a song or movie you like or an important game in which they played.

4.  Choice Four – Keeping Time with the Music:  Make a time line or PowerPoint presentation about the developments in a family of instruments.
Research the history of the brass or the string instrument families.  Then, make a time line or PowerPoint presentation to show the development of the instrument family you chose.  Use the example on pages 178-181 in your book as a model. TIP – You may want to add pictures of instruments that are no longer used.
5.  Choice Five – Outdoor Adventure Comic Book:  Create a fictional adventure story in comic book format.
Organize Your Story:  Imagine that you experience an outdoor adventure similar to Doug’s passage through his “fear place.”  Brainstorm details of your adventure.  What are your fears? Where does your adventure take place? What happens during your adventure?  How do you overcome your fears and achieve your goal?
Create Your Comic Book:  Write your story in comic book form by creating illustrations and captions which tell the story of your adventure.
6.  Choice Six – Cat Family Album:  Make a family album of wild cats around the world.
Research the cougar and two or three other wild cats around the world.  Find out how they survive, where they live, and whether they are endangered.  Make drawings or print pictures of the cats.  Below each picture, summarize the information you found.  Use construction paper for your cover.  
7.  Choice Seven – Flight Plan:  Persuade NASA to make you an astronaut sent to study Earth.
What to Research?:  Think of things about the Earth that you could study from space, such as topographical features, climate, polar caps and glaciers, and human-made features.  Then, make a list of questions that you would answer through your research of Earth from space.  Think about the purpose of your research, what materials you would need, and why this research is important.    

Proposal to NASA:  Write a letter to NASA telling them why you should be allowed to study Earth from space.  Include a proposal that gives information about what you want to research and why, as well as information about you that would make them want to choose you for this mission.
8.  Choice Eight - Poetry Anthology: Create your own anthology of favorite poems.

Create a personal anthology of your favorite poems.  Write or type at least ten poems on separate pieces of paper.  You may also illustrate them if you would like.  See Mrs. Plappert for a folder to use during this project.  Once you have found ten poems you like (they can be written by you or a famous poet), decide how you want to organize them in your anthology.  Create a table of contents and a cover.  We will bound the collection together when you are ready.

9.  Choice Nine - Achievers Club:  Create a PowerPoint presentation about people who have accomplished great goals.  
Research people, past or present, who have accomplished great goals and surmounted obstacles along the way.  Select at least five people for your presentation.  In your presentation, include a photograph of each person, explain why the person is significant, how his or her accomplishments have made a difference, and what obstacles he or she had to overcome along the road to success.  Try to include at least one woman and one person from a different race (ex. African American, Hispanic, Indian, etc.)

Math Challenge Club

Due: Friday, November 11, 2016
Directions:  Complete as many of the following activities as you can, and be ready to share by November 11, 2016.  You may work alone or with someone else.  

Choice One:  Boxing Up Harry’s Broom
Harry needs to put his four foot long broom.  The first box he found was only 36 inches long, but he was able to fit his broom flat on the bottom of it.  What’s the smallest the width of the box could be?
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Choice Two: Inching Along Down the Football Field

[image: image2.wmf]One fine fall day, Fred, a football player, decided to do a little math activity with his favorite sport.  So, he put his ball down on one of the goal lines of the 100-yard field.  He then moved it forward half the distance – that is, 50 yards – toward the other goal line.  Next, he moved it half the remaining distance, 25 more yards.
He planned to continue in this manner as long as he could, always advancing the ball half the remaining distance toward the other end.  Of course, it should be obvious that sooner or later his moves would be quite small, so small in fact that we could say he was truly “inching along.”

The question is: on which move of the ball would the distance first become less than one inch?

Choice Three: Penny Space
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The students at Manheim Elementary School were involved in a drive to collect a million pennies.  How large of a space would they need to store all those pennies?  Where would you recommend storing them?  How much money would they have raised if they succeeded in raising a million pennies?
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Choice Four:  Cat Walk

A dog takes three steps to walk the same distance for which a cat takes four steps.  Suppose one step of the dog covers ½ foot.  How many feet would the cat cover in taking 24 steps?
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Choice Five:  Anderson’s Pumpkin Patch

Mrs. Plappert is the lead teacher for the fifth grade at Manheim Elementary School.  One week before Halloween, Mrs. Plappert assigned all of the fifth graders a new project.  The students would have to make geometric jack-o-lanterns, so a trip was planned to Anderson’s Pumpkin Patch for the students to hunt, clean, and create jack-o-lanterns.
Looking at the class lists the night before the trip, Mrs. Plappert decided to put the students into groups so no one would have to work in the pumpkin patch alone.  Her first attempt using pairs did not work – one person was left out.  Next, she tried groups of five, but that didn’t work either.  Then, she tried groups of three and again had someone left over.  She still had no luck when she tried groups of four.  Each attempt ended with one person left out.  

If each grade at Manheim has fewer than 80 students, how many students are in the fifth grade?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

[image: image7.wmf]Choice Six:  Plappert Travel Agency

You work for Plappert Travel Agency as a travel agent.  Mr. and Mrs. Puppet came in to meet with you today.  They would like you to plan a family vacation for them, and their two sons, Bert and Ernie.  They plan on traveling for a week.  If you select the vacation of their dreams, they will give you a huge bonus!  You will need to come up with a great vacation idea.  Then, research that destination online, and create a week-long travel itinerary (what they will do each day).  Research the costs of these activities for a family of four.  You will also need to find a hotel, and calculate the cost of staying there.  Finally, you will need to calculate the cost of airfare, so the Puppets can reach the vacation destination.  They are willing to fly out of Baltimore, Maryland or Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.  They would need round trip tickets.   Calculate the total cost of the vacation, so you can give the itinerary and cost to the Puppets when they come in to meet with you.  The following websites may help you with the hotel and airfare.  Good luck!
http://www.hotels.com
http://www.travelocity.com
http://www.expedia.com
